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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

POLLUTION REPORT

Region II
Response and Prevention Branch
E;ison, New ~ersey 08837

(2011 ~48-8730 - Commercial and FTS
24 Hour Emergency

DATE:

TO:

February 24, 1989

U. Muszynski, EPA
S. Luttig, EPA
R. Salkie, EPA
M. Randol, EPA
G. Zachos, EPA
R. Basso, EPA
J.·Trela, NJDEP
ERD, UashingtC'n

(E-Mail)
Database Manager
TAT

POLREP NO.:
INCIDENT NAME:
5 I TE NO.:
POLLUTANT:
CLASSIFICAT.ION:

O
SOURCE:

- LOCATION:
AMOUNT:
UATER BODY:

1. SITUATION:

One (11
Ideal Cooperage
ZZ
Unknowns
Major
Empty dr~mstorage area tor tormer steel
dru~ reconditioning facili·t~

Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey
300-400 drums, 1 gas cylinder
None

o

A. In the tall ot 1981, a steel. drum recondit·ioning company
known as Ideal Coopera·ge, Inc. ceased operations at the site.
On the property were several abandoned buildings and tractor
trailers as well as.several hund,ed drums,.both full and

,empty. The majority of the property was. dedicated to drum
rinsing and reconditioning, while a s~aller area was_ used for
drum storage. The property on which the rinsing and
reconditionlhg took place was eventually sold to a trucking
company. which cleaned up and redeveloped the land. However,
the smalJ parcel of land used for storage remained unsold,
undeveloped, and contaminated.

B. The undeveloped property, approximately 1.3 acres in
size, is situated on t·he side of a hi I I. The site. is mo·stly
flat, but slopes down to the property line around almost its
enti·re .perimeter. The ground consists of loose. soi I with low
brush and some trees. The site 15 bordered by New York

·Avenue on the north and wes{, the trucking company on the
east,· and the Erie-Lackawanna Railroad Line on ~he ~outh.

Assessments performed by the New Jeisey D~partm~nt ot
Environmental Protection (NJDEPI have determined that several
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hundred drums remain on the site. 'Most of these drums are
reportedly empty, but some sti II contain I iquid.' Test
borings into the soil have indicated the presence o~ ·toluen~,

tetrachloroethylene, and petroleum hydrocarbons. There is
also the possibility that the site may contain ~uried drums.

t. The NJDEP has observed the site being used,as a dumping
ground for household garbage, construction debris, and
abandoned automopiles.The equivalent of seventeen rotlotf
containers of soiid waste were once cleared/from the·site,.
but continuous illegal 'dumping has made it impossible to keep
the property free of 't,rash. Neighborhood chi Idren also use
the sit. as a playground, and had even built a "fort~ usin~

empty drums.

ACTION TAKEN:

A. On February 16, 1989, members of the USEPA and 'the ., ,,',
Technical Assistance Team (TAT) conducted a preliminary,
assessmentJof the site. Also pre~ent were representatives
of the NJDEP and the Jersey City Division of Engineering.

8. Air m~nitoring was performed in level "B" personal
protection. fnstr6ments used for monit6ring included an
org,anic vapor anaryzer (OVAl, a'n explosimeter (CGI/02), an
HNu, and a radiation detector. All instrument readings
during the assessment were equivalent to backg~ound

conditions.

C. EPA and TAT personnel inspected the entire site and,
found that approximately 300-400 drums have been abandoned on
the property. ,Most of these diums were haphazardly piled in
several, areas and appeared to be empty. However, 'about 10%
of the drums contairied liquid. The liquid is assumed, to be
rainwater since all drums containing liquid were upright and
missing bungs. ~lmost all the drums are severely
deteriorated and appear to have been on the property tor
several years. All findings were photodocumented.

D. During the asses,~ment, a ~as cylinder was found alongside
the railroad tracks on the southern portion of the site. The
cylinder appeared to be in good,condition and w~s labeled
"Oxidizer" and "Property of Air Reduction, I.ne"_ TAT w~s

able to contact the owners otthe cylinder; and 'the
disiributor has agre~d tp accept responsibility tor Its
removal.

E. A fence was recently put up by the NJDEP to prevent
intruders from driving vehicles onto the site, but the fence
only sec0res a few hundred feet of the perimeter and, th~

front gate has been broken. Since the sides and back of the
property are net fenced in, access to the site can be easily
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gained on foot. This lack of site'security has enabled
individuals to illegally dispose of household trash,
automcbi I es, dead pets .. etc. On the proper.ty. On the cay of
the assessment, severa I automobiles as we"11 as assorted
garbage were discovered on-site.

F. The surrounding neighborhood was also surveyed during the
day. The site is located in the middle of an incline which
separates the industrial and residential sections of Jersey
City. An apartm.nt build:ng is located ~ithin 100 yaids of
the site, and a hospital is approximately one-quarter mi Ie
away. The street on which the site is lccated is a short-cut
between Jersey City and Hobcken and is therefore heavily used
by both vehicles and pedestrians.

MEASURES WHICH COULD AVOID RELEASES OF SIMILAR NATURE:

None.

" .

4'. FUT.URE PLANS AND RECOMMENDAT I.ONS:

A. EPA and TAT ~ill return
sampling and analysis ..
EPA wil I decide whether
removal action.

to the
On the
o'r not

site for drum and soil
basis of these results.
this site warrants a

FURTHER
POLREPS

FINAL POLREP FORTHCOMING ~--- , SUBMITTED
,[) ~

BY ~~ I'>£A""'I.-"':R";----<.
Lise Pede~son, OSC
Response and
Prevention-Branch
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DATE RELEASED: 2.l F~b '59


	barcode: *120357*
	barcodetext: 120357


